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What is claimed is: 

1 . Door knob with light-emitting location indicator, comprising: 

a) a knob designed for placement on a door, for being grasped by the hand of a user for 
opening the door; the knob comprising translucent material; and 

b) one or more objects comprising light-emitting material that either phosphoresces or 
luminesces mounted within the knob and being visible through a protective layer of 
translucent material; and 

c) the light-emitting material being designed to emit light in a darkened space to thereby 
visually indicate the location of the knob in the darkened space. 

2. The door knob of claim 1 , wherein the translucent material is substantially transparent. 

3. The door knob of claim 1 , wherein the one or more objects are each completely surrounded 
by translucent material. 

4. The door knob claim 3, wherein substantially the entire outer surface of each of the one or 
more objects is each substantially intimately surrounded by translucent material. 

5. The door knob of claim 1 , wherein the one or more objects define a plurality of substantially 
similar shapes spaced from each other. 

6. The door knob of claim 5, wherein the shapes have respective outlines which are non- 
circular. 

7. The door knob of claim 6, wherein the outlines each define a multi-pointed shape with each 
point approximating an angle substantially less than 90 degrees and the length of each point 
being at least about 15 percent of the maximum dimension of an outline of the shape. 

8. The door knob of claim 7, wherein the outlines each define a multi-pointed shape with each 
point approximating an angle below about 65 degrees. 

9. The door knob of claim 7, wherein the shape is a star shape. 

10. The door knob of claim 6, wherein the non-circular outlines each define a substantially 
polygonal shape. 

11. The door knob of claim 10, wherein the substantially polygonal shape has more than four 
sides. 

12. The door knob of claim 1, wherein at least one of the one or more objects contains at least 
two portions that emit light in respectively different colors. 

13. The door knob of claim 12, wherein at least one of the one or more objects contains at least 
three portions that emit light in respectively different colors. 
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14. The door knob of claim 1, wherein the one or more objects comprise at least two objects 
that emit light in respectively different colors. 

15. The door knob of claim 14, wherein each of the at least two objects emit light in a respective, 
single color. 

16. The door knob of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the one or more objects further comprises 
a non-light-emitting portion visible in daylight. 

17. The door knob of claim 16, wherein the non-light emitting portion comprises less than about 
20 percent of the surface of the object. 

18. The door knob of claim 17, wherein the non-light emitting portion comprises at least two 
portions of respectively different colors. 

19. The door knob of claim 1, further including a non-light emitting object mounted within the 
knob, visually contrasting with the translucent material, and being visible through a 
protective layer of translucent material. 

20. The door knob of claim 19, wherein the non-light-emitting object is spaced from at least one 
object comprising light-emitting material. 

21. The door knob of claim 1, wherein the knob includes a locking mechanism with a keyhole in 
the vicinity of the one or more objects. 

22. The combination of the door knob of claim 1 and a locking mechanism with a keyhole in the 
vicinity of the one or more objects. 

23. Door knob with light-emitting location indicator, comprising: 

a) a knob designed for placement on a door, for being grasped by the hand of a user for 
opening the door; the knob comprising translucent material; and 

b) two or more objects comprising light-emitting material that either phosphoresces or 
luminesces mounted within the knob and being visible through a protective layer of 
translucent material; at least two objects being spaced from each other; and 

c) the light-emitting material being designed to emit light in a darkened space to thereby 
visually indicate the location of the knob in the darkened space. 

24. The door knob of claim 23, wherein the translucent material is substantially transparent. 

25. The door knob of claim 23, wherein the two or more objects are each completely surrounded 
by translucent material. 

26. The door knob claim 25, wherein substantially the entire outer surface of each of the two or 
more objects is each substantially intimately surrounded by translucent material. 
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27. The door knob of claim 23, wherein the two or more objects define a plurality of substantially 
similar shapes spaced from each other. 

28. The door knob of claim 27, wherein the shapes have respective outlines which are non- 
circular. 

5 29. The door knob of claim 28, wherein the outlines each define a multi-pointed shape with each 
point approximating an angle substantially less than 90 degrees and the length of each point 
being at least about 15 percent of the maximum dimension of an outline of the shape. 
30. The door knob of claim 29, wherein the outlines each define a multi-pointed shape with each 
point approximating an angle below about 65 degrees.. 

10 31 . The door knob of claim 29, wherein the shape is a star shape. 

32. The door knob of claim 28, wherein the non-circular outlines each define a substantially 
polygonal shape. 

33. The door knob of claim 32, wherein the substantially polygonal shape has more than four 
sides. 

15 34. The door knob of claim 23, wherein at least one of the two or more objects contains at least 
two portions that emit light in respectively different colors. 

35. The door knob of claim 34, wherein at least one of the two or more objects contains at least 
three portions that emit light in respectively different colors. 

36. The door knob of claim 23, wherein the one or more objects comprise at least two objects 
20 that emit light in respectively different colors. 

37. The door knob of claim 36, wherein each of the at least two objects emit light in a respective, 
single color. 

38. The door knob of claim 23, wherein at least one object further comprises a non-light-emitting 
portion visible in daylight. 

25 39. The door knob of claim 38, wherein the non-light emitting portion comprises less than about 
20 percent of the surface of the object. 

40. The door knob of claim 39, wherein the non-light emitting portion comprises at least two 
portions of respectively different colors. 

41. The door knob of claim 23, further including a non-light emitting object mounted within the 
30 knob, visually contrasting with the translucent material, and being visible through a 

protective layer of translucent material. 

42. The door knob of claim 41, wherein the non-light-emitting object is spaced from at least one 
object comprising light-emitting material. 
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43. The door knob of claim 23, wherein the knob includes a locking mechanism with a keyhole 
in the vicinity of the one or more objects. 

44. The combination of the door knob of claim 23 and a locking mechanism with a keyhole in 
the vicinity of the one or more objects. 
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